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Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 

We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us, His people,  

with a special reverence for Him, 
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present  
through our prayer and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community where everyone is wel-

come;  
the young and the old, together to  

experience the loving presence of God. 
We believe He is here amongst us  

and we joyfully go out  
to make Him present to all. 

We acknowledge the Traditional  
Custodians of the land on which we 

meet, the Quandamooka, Yuggera and  
Turribal Peoples, and pay our respects to  

Elders past, present, and emerging. We recognise their 
continuing connection to land, waters, and culture. 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time     
Year A       8 and 9 August 2026 

 Parish Pastoral Council Members:  Anne Skitmore (Chair), 
Carmel Smith (Vice Chair), Pam Biggs-Chapman (Secretary), 
Denis Hohnen, Jeffery Bourke, Jen Burrows, Maureen 
Bentley, Scott Booth, Rosa Maria Janice, Breck Robertson.  

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY by Dianne Bergant CSA 

Elijah’s experience occurred on the mountain of God. Though 
in one tradition this mountain is Sinai (see Ex 19:1-6), this 
tradition identifies it as Horeb (see Dt 4:10-15a). Such a 
theophany was accompanied by spectacular phenomena. 
Perhaps the Israelites described it in this way to show that their 
God, not the god of the Canaanites, governed the powers of 
nature. Elijah witnessed the phenomena, but did not 
experience God within it. It was only when he heard a tiny 
whispering voice that he was gripped with the realisation of 
God’s presence. No divine words were delivered. The voice 
itself was the experience. This suggests that the insignificant 
events of life can be the stage upon which God is revealed. 

The psalm presumes a community waiting for a prophetic 
oracle that will announce peace (v.9). The people’s confidence 
in God rests in the conviction that they are God's own people. 
There is great expectancy here. The people have done what 
they can to get God's attention. The next move is God's. 
Lovingkindness, truth, justice and peace (v.11) are 
characteristics of the covenantal relationship. When they meet 
and embrace each other, salvation is complete, truth springs 
up from the earth, and justice comes down from heaven. All of 
creation, from earth to sky, shares in the benefits of the 
salvation by God.  

Paul speaks of his ardent attachment to his Jewish 
compatriots. Though he devoted himself to the conversion of 
the Gentiles, he never ceased loving the people from whom he 
came. Distressed that they did not accept Jesus as messiah, 
he is willing to be considered cursed (anáthema) and cut off 
from Christ for their sake. Paul was not the first leader to be 
willing to forfeit his future with God for the sake of his own 
people. Moses made the same offer (see Ex 32:32). Paul lists 
seven prerogatives that his people enjoy as the chosen people 
of God. Interestingly, the greatest boast is that the Christ, the 
anointed one of God, came from their line.  

In the gospel account, Jesus addresses the terror that the 
disciples experienced in seeing him walking toward them on 
the water with a typical divine response: Do not be afraid! To 
this he adds the theophanic exclamation: It is I; I am (ego eimi)! 
By walking on water, Jesus assumes the role of the creator-
god who alone governs chaotic waters. Peter’s faith is not 
strong enough to overcome his fear of such waters, and so he 
sinks. Thus he is a model of both faith and lack of faith. 
Ultimately, it was faith that won out, for Peter is saved when he 
cries out to Jesus. Those in the boat then pay Jesus homage, 
identifying him as the Son of God. The entire event was a 
manifestation of the extraordinary power that resided in Jesus. 
       © Dianne Bergant CSA 
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 The week ahead… 

10th Aug   Mon No Mass  
       Parish Office Open 8.30am - 

 1.30pm 
     

11th Aug  Tues Saint Clare 
  6pm Mass  
   Parish Office Closed 
 
12th Aug     Wed 9.00am Rosary  
   9.30am Mass, followed      
                               by morning tea 
   Parish Office Closed - Public 

 Holiday 
 
13th Aug   Thurs  No Mass  
     Parish Office Open  8.30-1.30 

   
14th Aug    Fri  St Maximillian Kolbe 
  No Mass 
   Parish Office Open  8.30-1.30 
   
15th Aug    Sat   The Assumption of the Blessed 

 Virgin Mary - 9.30am Mass 
  4.30pm Reconciliation                          
     [or by appointment] 
    5pm  Sunday Vigil Mass  
 
16th Aug Sun     7am Mass (St Jude’s)  
                               9.30 am Mass (SJV), followed by 

 morning tea. 

Fr Baiyi’s Weekly Prayer 

Almighty God, in today’s Gospel, Peter 
expressed his love for Jesus by jumping 
out of the boat and walking across the water 

to him. Also, when he found himself in a 
dangerous situation, the first thing he thought 

of was to cry out to Jesus for help. Let us 
learn from Peter to always love Jesus and turn 

to him whenever we are in need. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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This Weekend’s 
Scripture Readings  

Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

First Reading     Kings 19:9, 11-13 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 84:9-14  

Second Reading    Romans 9:1-5  

Gospel Acclamation  Ps 129:5 

Gospel     Matthew 14:22-33  

St John Vianney Parish Feast Day 

Dear Parishioners, On behalf of our parish community, I extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
joined us in celebrating our Parish Feast Day, last weekend. Your presence, prayers, and joyful 
participation made this special occasion a truly meaningful celebration of our faith and our unity as one 
family in Christ.  

As we honoured Saint John Vianney, we were reminded of his humble holiness, deep love for the Eucharist, 
unwavering commitment to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and devoted pastoral care for God's people. May his 
example continue to inspire all of us to grow in holiness, deepen our relationship with Christ, and serve one another 
with generosity and compassion.  

We are especially grateful to all who contributed their time, talents, and generosity in preparing the liturgy, 
decorating the church, providing music, hospitality, and volunteering in many ways behind the scenes. A very 
special mention to Fr David Willis who spoke extensively on our Patron Saint, and The Knights of the Southern 
Cross for our wonderful lunch service. Fr David and the Knights, your dedication and spirit of service are a blessing 
to our parish community. 

Let us continue to grow together in faith, hope, and charity as we journey together as a parish community. Thank 
you once again for making our Parish Feast Day a memorable and blessed celebration. - Fr Baiyi 



MAKING DONATIONS TO OUR CHURCH  
 

By EFTPOS -   
The EFTPOS terminal is at the Manly parish 
church.   
You can swipe, tap or insert your card for the 
amount of your choice. 

By direct deposit -  
BSB:  064-786  Acc No:  100002778 
Account Name:  St John Vianney’s Parish, Manly. 
 
Or call in to the parish office and 
ask for gifting envelopes. 

“The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a 
gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and 
emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.” 

This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners,  Volunteers, students on placement 
and visitors to our sites. For information or to report an incident, please contact our local 
Safeguarding Reps: Jane O’Brien & Neil Taylor on  lsr.manly@bne.catholic.net.au  

Let us pray for those who are recently deceased and for those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time.  
 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Beverley Murphy, John Abberdan, Elizabeth (Betty) Stawski, Laurie Atzeni. 
 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Cyril Bashford,  Catherine Biltoft, John Bozoky, Daphne Brian, Matthew Lyle Briggs,  Anthony Cassell, Sr Christina 
Corcoran, John Dickson, Donald Eddleston, John Featherstone, Ellen Flegerbein, Leslie Grimson, Annie Johns, Gary 
Harding, John Kneeshaw, Jane Lacey, Sr Ella Evelyn Lloyd, Sebastiano Marano, Colin McIntosh, Eugenie (Gene) 
Massie, Phyllis Morahan, Adrian Moran, Ellen Morrison, Alma Mulherin, Albert (Jack) Muller, Margaret  Murphy, Sr 
Clare Ellen (Evangelist) Murtagh, Delia Nelson, Lynette Norrish, Eileen Normyle, Eddie Nunn, Elsie O’Connor, Lorna 
Pankhurst, Joan Pitman, Mary Plant, Gwen Pook, Paulene Power, Jean Reading, James Roe, Mace Reid, Merle 
Skinner, Gary Tointon, Myrtle Thompson, Dick Wells, Douglas Ziebarth. 
 
 

 

WE ALSO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
Jocelyn Barron, Jack & Mary Beard, Rafferty Beaumont, Ailbe Caplis, Reg Carmichael, Dell Chapman, Sue Wynne-
Davies, Emily de Looze, Anne Dixon,  Irene Gavrila, Maureen Handcock, May Horneman, Chris Lee, Elizabeth 
Lisenski, Dennis Long, Grace Moon, Carlos Manabat, Sue McDonald, Patrick Nofoakifolau, Robert Patterson, 
Richard Pook, Francis Raisch, Edward Rawhiti, Eric Roberts, Glenda Rogers, Therese Shepherd, Joanne Small, 
Barry Smith, Joan Tierney, and Emma Walters. 
 

To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’,  or ‘For those Who Are Sick’  the Privacy Act requires the 
permission of a close relative.   

You are warmly invited to join us for a special Mass celebrating the  

Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Saturday, 15 August 9:30 am 

Together we will give thanks to God for the gift of Mary, who was assumed 
body and soul into heavenly glory, and celebrate this great feast of hope and 
faith. 

All parishioners, families, and friends are welcome. We look forward to 
celebrating this special occasion with you. 

You Are Invited to Our Parish Ministry Expo - after all Masses! 

Have you ever wondered how you can become more involved in the life of our parish? 
Join us this weekend for our Parish Ministry Expo! 

Representatives from our parish ministries and groups will be available to showcase their 
ministries, answer your questions, and share how you can use your gifts and talents in 
service to God and our parish community. Whether you're looking 
to deepen your faith, meet new people, or find a meaningful way 
to serve, there's a place for you. 

Come, explore the many opportunities to get involved, learn more 
about our ministries, and express your interest in becoming part of 
our vibrant parish community. We look forward to welcoming you! 



Weekend scripture readings can be found at the back of the church - near our newsletters. 

For those using the Missal, the reading references are listed on the page 2 of this 

newsletter.  

PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS. 

The Knights of the Southern Cross, Wynnum-Manly Branch, hosts a Holy Hour of Adoration 
on the FIRST FRIDAY of each month from 5pm – 6pm. Venue: Guardian Angels PARISH 

CENTRE Wynnum (Please note the minor change of venue due to roof works on the 
church. The Adoration on Friday 7th August is still going ahead. Everyone is welcome. 

Knights of the Southern Cross Silver Circle - Winner for Draw 6 of 10 
The winner for Draw 6 of the current Silver Circle is Pat Gerard with Ticket No 45. 
Congratulations to Pat, and thanks to those who support the charitable works of the 
Wynnum Manly Branch of the Knights through this fundraising Silver Circle. 


