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Sacraments 
All enquiries for Baptism,  

First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation, please contact   

the parish office. 
Funerals and Weddings 

All enquiries regarding Funerals and  
Weddings, please contact the parish office 

manly@bne.catholic.net.au 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4.00 pm or by appointment  

    
Cnr Ernest and Kooralgin Sts, Manly        PO Box 5174 Manly Qld 4179  

Ph: (07) 3131 2610         E: manly@bne.catholic.net.au      W: www.manlycatholicparish.org.au 

21 December / 22 December 2024 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Let Us Pray:  

Trusting my life into Your Hands, Lord, I will walk marvellous 
paths I never imagined. Amen. 

The Joy of Recognizing Jesus 

The final Sunday of Advent shows Elizabeth and her unborn son, 
John, reacting to the nearness of the unborn Christ.  We know 
that Elizabeth immediately understood that Mary was pregnant 
with the Lord, because the Gospel says she was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. How could the fetal John understand?  How could he 
leap for joy while still in the womb? 

If it’s true that an unborn baby is not a person with a soul until it 
takes its first breath, as is claimed by many who believe that 
abortion is okay, how could the unborn John recognize the 
presence of the unborn Saviour? 

The faith to recognise the presence of Christ—in the womb of 
people’s lives, in the Eucharist, in the humanity of unborn 
children, etc.—comes from being fully alive in the Holy Spirit, 
who was given to us fully during our baptisms.  However, it 
takes a humble willingness to let God change our minds about 
what we think is true in order to be open to God’s Spirit 
teaching us what is indeed true. 

The Holy Spirit enlivened the faith of Elizabeth and John through 
an act of grace that depended on Christ’s future activity.  For us, 
our faith is enlivened by the grace God provides in the 
Sacraments. 

The joy that comes from recognising the presence of Christ is 
God’s Christmas gift to us.  It’s a joy that’s meant to last all year.  
It’s a lifestyle, not a holiday.  It comes from a faith that 
appreciates God for working mercifully in ways that we can see 
and ways that we can’t see, because we trust in his goodness.  
Even when we suffer or feel sorrow, we can learn to recognise 
the presence of Christ. 

Like John, we are called to be heralds of Christ’s presence.  
How?  First by sharing our joy with others. 

Questions for Personal Reflection:  

How much is the joy of Christ’s Spirit within you affecting your 
outward life?  What will you do this Christmas to become more 
aware of the Holy Spirit increasing your faith?  What celebrations 
have helped you get into the Spirit of Christmas?  How has this 
affected your preparations for celebrating Christmas as a holy day? 
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Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 
We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us His people,  

with a special reverence for Him  
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present through 
our prayer and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community  

where everyone is welcome;  
the young and the old, together to  

experience the loving presence of God. 
We believe He is here amongst us  

and we joyfully go out  
to make Him present to all. 
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For Your Diary  
DECEMBER 

23 Mon                          No Mass                  
24 Tues Christmas Eve            5 pm Mass (SJV) and  

                         7 pm Mass (St Jude’s) 
25 Wed Christmas Day             9.30 am SJV    
26 Thurs                           No Mass 
27 Fri                                   No Mass 
28 Sat                                         4.00pm Reconciliation 
   4th Sunday of advent 
Sat                           5.00pm Mass (SJV) 
29 Sun                                      7:00am Mass (St Jude’s)    
                         9:30am Mass (SJV)

___________________________________________________ 
The Parish office will be closed from 12.30 pm on 24 Dec 2024, and 
will re-open on 6 Jan 2025.  We wish you a blessed Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 

 Welcomer 
1st  

Reader 

2nd  

Reader 
EMHC Screen Servers Counter 

Sat 21 Dec Maureen Laura Laurent Jane/Gerardina/Alison Carmel AG 

A 

Sun 22 Dec Sonia Donna Helen June/Jasser/Trish Donna 
Volunteer 

needed 

Sat  28 Dec Jane Alison Denise 
Mikaela/Gerardina/

Carmel 
Anjoline DH 

B 

Sun  29 Dec Steve Mark June Trish/Margaret/Donna Donna 
Volunteer 

needed 

This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding Policy is situated in 

the foyer of the church.  STOPLINE CONTACT:  Phone: 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au 

Of Your Charity, Please Pray For: 
Recently Deceased:   
Beth Craig, Helen Armbruster,  
Eva Lisa Alvaro Barot, Leesa Scott, and David Rankin 

Anniversaries:  Rose-Marie Dickson, Margaret 
Ewers, Phillip Hunt, Tyler Whitton, Trevor 
Alexander, Edmond Baker, Katherine Barton, Fay 
Bishop,  Dean Bramley, Kevin Byrne, Joan Copley, 
Catherine Dillon, Sylvia Fens, Alan Francis, Kathleen 
Galea, Meg Griffiths, Stephanie Hankins, Jean Kuter, 
Jennifer Lynas, Olivia Lewis, Eric Morrison, Gerard 
Ring, Jean Rosenstengel, Madeline Shenton, Henry 
Sizeland, Wilma Will,  Blanca Wiswell, David Vidler, 
Greg Selwood, Sr Teresita Ahearn, Phillip Hunt, Tyler 
Whitton and all those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time. 

Those who are sick: Sue McDonald, Chris Lee, 
Francis Raisch, Eric Roberts, John Cliffe, Sue Wynne-
Davies, Jack & Mary Beard, Jocelyn Barron, Dell 
Chapman, Emily de Looze, Anne Dixon, Irene 
Gavrilla, Carlos Manabat, Maureen Handcock, 
Richard Pook, Violet Maureen Phillips, Joanne Small, 
Barry Smith, Emma Walters Patrick Nofoakifolau 
and Brian Prove. 
 To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’, the Privacy 
Act requires the permission of a close relative. For those 
‘Who Are Sick’ requires the permission  a close relative. 
Names of the recently deceased, anniversaries and our 
sick parishioners are reviewed at the end of each month.   

RETIRING COLLECTION 

There will be a retiring collection that will take place at the  
Christmas mass service.  Proceeds will go to St Vincent de Paul and the 
Romero Centre. 

Date Welcomer 1st  
Reader 

2nd  
Reader 

EMHC 

Vigil Mass 
Tues 5 pm  

Colleen Denise Maureen Gerardina/

Carmel/Alison 

Christmas 
Day 9.30 am 

Helen Trish Mark Jane 
Volunteers reqd 

CHRISTMAS ROSTER 

Parish Liturgy Committee  

The four Sundays in Advent are a prayerful progression to the celebration 
of Christmas. This year to emphasize this progression, our Nativity scene 
will evolve each week to tell the story of the journey towards the birth of 
Jesus.  

Christmas Mass Times 

St John Vianney’s Manly: 
Christmas Eve Vigil 24th December – 5pm 
Christmas Day 25th December – 9.30am 
 
St Jude’s Gumdale: 
Christmas Eve Vigil 24th December – 7pm 
 
 

Children’s Nativity Play    All children from our parish are invited to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus by being part of our nativity play, which 
will be held at the Christmas Eve Mass, at 5.00pm at SJV church.   

NEXT WEEKEND -  NEWSLETTER 
 

There will be a combined newsletter for the next two weekends—28 & 
29 Dec and 4th & 5th January.  Readings and parish diary will be in 
that newsletter. 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Mary was chosen to be the mother of Christ, and so became the mother of 
Christians everywhere.  Filled with the Holy Spirit and understanding that nothing 
is impossible for God, she set off to visit her cousin, Elizabeth to share her joy and 
wonder. 
LET US PRAY: Let us thank Mary for becoming the mother of Jesus and for sharing 
her son with the world as we say together:  Hail Mary….Amen. 

 

Please join us for  
Morning Tea after the 
9.30am Mass TODAY 
 

Vanuatu Earthquake Appeal 

Vanuatu has experienced two earthquakes within 24 hours impacting over 116,000 people and causing significant damage 

to buildings and infrastructure. The main hospital in Port Vila has sustained extensive damage and is overwhelmed by the 

mass causalities. This appeal will provide support to our on the ground partners who are ready to respond to the humani-

tarian requirements by providing emergency shelter, food and other essentials, psychosocial support, and recovery efforts.  

Please Donate today: http://www.caritas.org.au/vanuatu  

Podcast by Archbishop Mark – Christmas message 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/gods-people/archbishop-mark-coleridges-christmas-message/ 
                

Knights of the Southern Cross Silver Circle -  
Winner of Draw 10 of 10, the final draw for the current Silver 
Circle.  The winner for 1st prize Draw 10 of the current Silver 
Circle is Zenneth Klemm (Ticket No 27).  The winner for 2nd prize 
is John Muller (Ticket 21) and the winner for 3rd prize is 
Bernadette Edmends.  Congratulations to all our winners. 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

PASTORAL MINISTRY CO-ORDINATOR, ST MARY MACKILLOP CATHOLIC PARISH,  
12 HARDY ROAD, BIRKDALE 

POSITION STATUS:  Casual (15-20 hours per week, with potential to move to permanent part-time). 

REPORTS TO:  Parish Priest, Fr. Regimon Gervasis 

POSITION SUMMARY:  The Pastoral Ministry Co-ordinator plays a key role in co-ordinating sacramental celebrations, 
supporting parish volunteers, and assisting with pastoral programs.  Reporting to the Parish Priest, the co-ordinator works 
collaboratively with the Parish Secretary, office staff, and ministry teams to foster a welcoming and vibrant parish 
environment.  This role offers the opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the life of two vibrant parishes, fostering spiritual 
growth and community connection while supporting the mission of the Catholic Church.  Email the Parish Office for a full 
position description:  birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au 

Send your interest via submitting a resume to Brent Hunter—HR Recruitment hunterb@bne.catholic.net.au 

The Beatitudes Mini Retreat 
• Name: The Beatitudes Mini Retreat presented by Fr Nev from Marriage Encounter 
• When: Saturday 18th January 2025 from 10am to 12pm followed by lunch 
• Where: St Oliver Plunkett Church hall, Beauvardia St Cannon Hill 
• RSVP: David and Maria  Email: qldbookings@wwme.org.au 
• Ph:  0481 307 821 
• Lunch: Please advise any dieatary requirements for lunch. 

ROSARY GROUP 

Please note that the Rosary Group won’t be meeting at the church on 25th Dec 2024, but will resume on 1 January 2025. 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

 

First Reading:                  Sam 1:20-22, 24-28 
Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 83:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
Second Reading:             1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 
Gospel Acclamation:      Acts 16:14 
Gospel:     Lk 2:41-52 

First Reading:  Micah 5:1-4  
A reading from the prophet Micah 
Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over 
Israel. 

The Lord says this: 
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
the least of the clans of Judah, 
out of you will be born for me 
the one who is to rule over Israel; 
his origin goes back to the distant past, 
to the days of old. 
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them 
till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth. 
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back 
to the sons of Israel. 
He will stand and feed his flock 
with the power of the Lord, 
with the majesty of the name of his God. 
They will live secure, for from then on he will extend 
his power 
to the ends of the land. 
He himself will be peace. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 79:2-3,15-16, 18-19 
R.  Lord, make us turn to you; 
Let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 
Shine forth from your cherubin throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
O Lord, come to our help.  R. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
Look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
The vine your right hand has planted. R. 
 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 
The man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
Give us life that we may call upon your name. R. 
 

 Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
I am coming to do your will. 
 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:  You 
who wanted no sacrifice or oblation prepared a body 
for me.  You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices 
for sin; then I said, just as I commanded in the scroll of 
the book, ‘God, here I am!  I am coming to obey your 
will.’ 
Notice that he says first:  You did not want what the 
Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is:  the 
sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the 
sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and 
then he says:  Here I am!  I am coming to obey your will.  
He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the 
second.  And this will was for us to be made holy by the 
offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Lk 1:38 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
May his will for me be done. 
Alleluia!  
 
 

Gospel:  Luke 1:39-44  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Why should it happen that I am honoured with a visit 
from the mother of my Lord? 

Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she 
could to a town in the hill country of Judah.  She went 
into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.  Now as 
soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt 
in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  She gave a loud cry and said, “Of all women you 
are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.  Why should I be honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord?  For the moment your greeting 
reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy.  
Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made 
by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
 

Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
  

PIETY STALL  The Piety Stall is open before and 
after each weekend Mass at SJV church for your 
convenience. Please stop by and look at the 
beautiful gifts available: books, bracelets, rosary 
beads, Columban Art calendars and copies of the 
new God’s Word Daily Reflections for 2025.  

SJV, MANLY OFFICE CLOSURE DURING CHRISTMAS BREAK 

Our office will close at 12.30 pm on 24 December 2024 and  
re-open on 6 January 2025.  We wish you a merry Christmas. 


