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   The Third Sunday of Lent: Year C    22/23 March 2025  

Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 
We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us His people,  

with a special reverence for Him  
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present through our pray-
er and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community  

where everyone is welcome;  
the young and the old, together to  

experience the loving presence of God. 
We believe He is here amongst us  

and we joyfully go out  
to make Him present to all. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land 
on which we meet, the Quandamooka, Yuggera and 

Turrbal Peoples, and pay our respects to Elders past, 
present, and emerging.  

 ‘The Parable of the Fig Tree 
Scriptural context – Parables 

The parable of the unproductive fig tree at the end of to-
day’s passage is not a straightforward story with a clear 
message. Indeed, this is a hallmark of the style of storytell-
ing that we call ‘parable’. A parable is deliberately open to 
interpretation at different levels. In the first instance, to-
day’s parable is a simple farming story. However, the origi-
nal audience knew (as we know) that there had to be more 
to the story. Parables use metaphoric and symbolic lan-
guage that invites the listener or reader to explore deeper 
and find a meaning that lies beyond the literal. 

Living the Gospel – Bad Things / Good People 

Today’s gospel taps in to the vexing question: ‘Why do bad 
things happen to good people?’ The question implies that 
God is punishing good people. Surprisingly, this attitude 
continues and one only has to watch news coverage of a 
tragedy to hear someone ask, ‘How could God let this hap-
pen?’ The very question suggests a belief in a God who in-
terferes in our lives and manipulates events. Jesus suggests 
that tragic events are not punishment from God, but the ac-
cidental, deliberate or natural event does provide a remind-
er to turn our lives around and live lives that matter. 

Gospel Focus – Repent 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus challenged the prevailing ‘purity 
codes’ that separated and classified people. The Jewish religious 
officials of the day were obsessed with the ‘letter of the Law’ as it 
applied to purity observance. Jesus told them that a spirit of com-
passion was much more important than the blind adherence to 
the Law. He suggests that it is not the lack of observance of purity 
codes that makes a person ‘unclean’ or ‘sinful’; rather, it is lack of 
compassion informing their actions towards others. The call to 
‘repent’ is a call to complete conversion of heart – to take on an 
attitude of compassion.     © Greg Sunter 

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most 
recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation 
team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others 
to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a 
regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflec-
tion facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, the-
ology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  
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For Your Diary:  24--31st March 2025 
24 Mon No Mass                
25th Tue No Mass  10.30 am Lenten Discussion Group 
26th Wed 9.00 am Rosary                                                   
  9.30 am Liturgy of the Word    
  7.30 pm Rosary on-line via ZOOM 
27th Thurs No Mass  
29th Fri No Mass  
30th Sat 4th Sunday Lent Yr C 
  4.30 pm Reconciliation Fr David Willis  
   Vigil 5.00 pm Mass (SJV) Fr David Willis  
31st Sun 7:00 am Mass (St Jude’s) Fr David Willis  
  9:30 am Mass (SJV) Fr David Willis  
  RCIA: Scrutiny & Dismissal        
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2nd  

Reader 
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Sat  
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This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding Policy is situated 

in the foyer of the church.  STOPLINE CONTACT:  Phone: 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au 

Congratulations  to  Candates Asher, Brodie &  Steve.   
And the Elect: Jack , Moihi & Carissa  

who will continue prepare for their full initiated through 
Baptism Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

Please keep them in your prayers Knights of the Southern Cross 
Silver Circle - Winner for Draw 
1 of 10 

The winner for Draw 3 of the current Sil-
ver Circle is Helen Vickers with Ticket 
No 17. 
Congratulations and thanks to those who 
support the charitable works of the 
Wynnum Manly Branch of the Knights 
through this fundraising Silver Circle. 

2025 Lenten Discussion Programme 
After a slow start, the 2025 Lenten Discussion Programme will resume on Tues-
day mornings at 10am at SJV Church. You are very welcome to come along and 

join a small group of fellow parishioners in prayerful reflection of the Gospel and 
other Bible readings throughout Lent. If possible, please bring along a Bible. 

Thank you. The 6.30 pm Tuesday will not go ahead. 

First Reconciliation   
Practice for the Liturgy: 22nd March.  
Sacrament  of Penance: 29th March. 

The Romero Centre  
Thank you to parishioners who continue to 
make donations to The Romero Centre, the 
drop-in centre for asylum seekers in Dutton 
Park. Please remember you can donate cash 
or grocery gift cards (in a envelope please 
marked “Romero Centre”) via the normal col-
lection at any weekend Mass. Your generosity 
is most appreciated. 

DID YOU KNOW?   We often hear Church words and not quite 
get the meaning. Eg: Scrutinies and Dismissal. These words 
are mentioned in our RCIA mini Rites. 
For the next 3 weekends we will see our Elect being called to 
the Scrutiny. In other words they are asked to stand and re-
ceive a blessing of mercy, which is also pertinent for us all. 
They and the Candidates will also be ‘dismissed’. This can 
often sound negative nut in fact it is ‘sending us forth’ to re-
flect on the gospels we have just heard 



Please Pray For Those who are recently Deceased 
and whose anniversaries occure at this time: 

Recently Deceased:   
Suzanne Pook, Sr Joan Cusack, Margaret Conwell, Brian 
Prove, Luigi Pippo, & Elizabeth (Betty) Smith 
Anniversaries:   
Jillian Rideout Belletty, Victor Berger, Paul Bouton, Brian 
Cahill, Frances Cassell,  Gina Clair, Alice Condon, Stephen 
Connor, Maxwell Cooper, Barry Edward Creevey, Louise 
DeWeger, Beatrice Fox, Keith Furner, Colin Freebody, 
Norman Hare, Trevor Hankins, John Harrison, Kevin 
Hatton, Kathleen Howard, William Jackson, Margaret 
Lawder, Brett Ledwidge, Mervyn Lewis,  Mary Massie, Alec 
Mathams, Thomas Murphy, Geoffrey Peake, Bernard 
Peterson,  Ann Riseham,  Ivy Rafter, James Retchless, 
Trevor Rose, Valerie Smith, Ellen Snell, Reginald Thurlow, 
Patrick Tranent, Anastasia Tripcony, Edward Vinson, Bill 
Warlow, Tyler Whitton, Kevin Woodgate, Anthony Wright, 
Wilfred (Bill) Weise) 

Those who are sick: Please also keep praying for all 
who are on our list: Dan O’Brien, Sue McDonald, Chris 
Lee, Francis Raisch, Eric Roberts, John Cliffe, Sue Wynne-
Davies, Jack & Mary Beard, Jocelyn Barron, Dell Chapman, 
Emily de Looze, Anne Dixon, Irene Gavrilla, Carlos Manabat, 
Maureen Handcock, Richard Pook, Violet Maureen Phillips, 
Joanne Small, Barry Smith, Emma Walters, and  Patrick 
Nofoakifolau.  
To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’, the Privacy 
Act requires the permission of a close relative. For those 
‘Who Are Sick’ requires the permission  a close relative. 
Names of the recently deceased, anniversaries and our sick 
parishioners are reviewed at the end of each month.   

MAKING DONATIONS TO OUR CHURCH  
The options for electronic donations are: 
• Use our EFTPOS machine at the Manly parish 

church.  You can swipe, tap or insert your card for 
the  amount of your choice. 

• By direct deposit - parish bank details are 
 BSB:  064-786  Acc No:  100002778 

Please join us for 
morning tea after 
the 9.30am Mass 

Sunday 

Practical Aid for Timor Leste. 
A huge THANK YOU to all who contribut-
ed to  the sewing machine request. The 

Missionary Group in Timor Leste  will  greatly be as-
sisted by your generous contributions. This is Mission 
in action!    LYN BOZOKY    0439762404 

Parish 
Choir  
 
 

As the choir is 
small in numbers, this is an urgent plea for parish-
ioners (female/male) to consider joining the par-
ish choir for the Holy Week and Easter ceremonies 
– ie, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
the Easter Vigil. 
 

 ‘Live’ music always enhances prayerful celebra-
tions especially at this wonderful time of the 
Church’s year, so we are asking that you give this 
request special consideration.  
 

Rehearsals (minimal) will be required. If you are 
interested in the sharing of your talents in this re-
gard, please leave your name and telephone num-
ber at the parish office, and you will be contacted. 
Thank you! 
………….....Cut and put in the Plate or hand it in to the Office……………… 

I would like to find out more about singing in the 
choir:  

Name…………………………………..Mob: ……………………… 

Holy Week and Easter Mass Times 
Palm Sunday | Passion of the Lord:  
  SJV Vigil Sat 5 pm,  
  St Jude’s Sun 7 am. 
  Sun (Procession of palms) SJV 9.30 am  
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  
  SJV 6pm  
Good Friday: Stations of the Cross: SJV 10 am  
  The Passion of the Lord: 3 pm. 
Easter Vigil Resurrection of the Lord: SJV 6 pm 
Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord:     
  St Jude’s 7am;  SJV 9.30 am 

We would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who has ex-
pressed interest in volunteering for 
Children's Liturgy.  

Your willingness to serve and help guide our young 
ones in their faith journey is truly appreciated! 

To kick off this exciting initiative, we will be hosting 
a Meet and Greet Morning Tea after Mass on Sunday, 
30 March.  

All those interested in volunteering are invited to 
come along for a relaxed time of fellowship, enjoy a 
cup of tea and cake, and learn more about the steps 
involved in getting started with Children's Liturgy. 

We look forward to seeing you there and working 
together to make this ministry a wonderful experi-
ence for the children of our parish.       Philippa.  



 study us. I have told you often, and I repeat it 
today with tears, there are many who are be-
having as the enemies of the cross of Christ. 
They are destined to be lost. They make foods 
into their god and they are proudest of some-
thing they ought to think shameful; the things 
they think important are earthly things. For us, 
our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven 
comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these 
wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glo-
rious body. He will do that by the same power 
with which he can subdue the whole universe. 

So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not 
give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss 
you very much, dear friends; you are my joy 
and my crown. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 17:5 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is 

heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel    Luke 9:28-36 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke 

As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his face was changed, 
and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James 
and went up the mountain to pray. As he 
prayed, the aspect of his face was changed and 
his clothing became brilliant as lightning. Sud-
denly there were two men there talking to him; 
they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, 
and they were speaking of his passing which he 
was to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his 
companions were heavy with sleep, but they 
kept awake and saw his glory and the two men 
standing with him. As these were leaving him, 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for 
us to be here; so let us make three tents, one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He 
did not know what he was saying. As he spoke, 
a cloud came and covered them with shadow; 
and when they went into the cloud the disci-
ples were afraid. And a voice came from the 
cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. 
Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept si-
lence and, at that time, told no one what they 
had seen. 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copy-
right 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

Third Sunday of Lent Year C 
The Parable of the Fig Tree 

 First Reading   Genesis 15:5-12. 17-18 
A reading from the book of Genesis 

God made a covenant with Abraham, his faithful servant. 

Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to 
heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will 
be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his 
faith in the Lord, who counted this as making 
him justified. 

‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you 
out of Ur of the Chaldean's to make you heir to 
this land.’ ‘My Lord, the Lord’ Abram replied, 
‘how am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He said 
to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove 
and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these, 
cut them in half and put half on one side and half 
facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut 
in half. Birds of prey came down on the carcasses 
but Abram drove them off. 

Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a 
deep sleep, and terror seized him. When the sun 
had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared 
a smoking furnace and a firebrand that went be-
tween the halves. That day the Lord made a Cov-
enant with Abram in these terms: 

‘To your descendants I give this land, 
from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’ 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 26:1. 7-9. 13-14. R. v. 1 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Second Reading Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  
Philippians 

Christ will transfigure these bodies of ours into copies of 
his glorious body. 

My brothers, be united in following my rule of 
life. Take as your models everybody who is al-
ready doing this and study them as you used to 

Next Sundays Readings: Third Sunday of Lent—Year C 

First Reading:  Ex 3:1-8,13-15 
Responsorial  Ps 102:1-4, 6-8, 11 
Second Reading:  1Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 
Gospel:   Luke 13:1-9  


