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Sacraments 
All enquiries for Baptism,  

First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Con-
firmation, please contact   

the parish office. 

Funerals and Weddings 
All enquiries regarding Funerals and  

Weddings, please contact the parish office 
manly@bne.catholic.net.au 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4.30 pm or by appointment  

    
Cnr Ernest and Kooralgin Sts, Manly        PO Box 5174 Manly Qld 4179  

Ph: (07) 3131 2610         E: manly@bne.catholic.net.au      W: www.manlycatholicparish.org.au 

   The Fourth Sunday of Lent: Year C    29/30 March 2025  

Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 
We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us His people,  

with a special reverence for Him  
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present through our pray-
er and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community  

where everyone is welcome;  
the young and the old, together to  

experience the loving presence of God. 
We believe He is here amongst us  

and we joyfully go out  
to make Him present to all. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land 
on which we meet, the Quandamooka, Yuggera and 

Turrbal Peoples, and pay our respects to Elders past, 
present, and emerging.  

The Parable of the Lost Son |Forgiving Father 
Gospel Reflection: Today’s gospel is perhaps the most fa-
mous of the parables that are unique to the Gospel of Luke. 
Sadly, what is often overlooked is the accusation aimed at 
Jesus that leads into the telling of this and two other shorter 
parables (the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin – Lk 15:4-10). 
The Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus of what they regard 
to be abhorrent behaviour in relation to the purity code that 
dominated 1st Century life: not only does Jesus welcome 
sinners, he actually shares meals with them. This would be 
absolutely scandalous behaviour. Who you ate with was a 
reflection of who you were. To eat with sinners and the un-
clean effectively made you a sinner and unclean. 

Historical Context – Customs and culture The parable of the 
lost son is a fascinating study of Jewish culture and purity laws. 
The son could not have distanced himself more from Jewish 
custom. Firstly, he demanded his inheritance, effectively 
treating his father as dead. Secondly, he travels to a pagan 
land and then in despair finds himself feeding pigs – animals 
whose meat was forbidden to Jews. He knows that his actions 
have alienated him from his family and culture and yet when 
he returns, his father gives him a fine robe and a ring to wear – 
signs of a father claiming a son as his own.  

Have you thought? The Prodigal Because the only context in 
which most people ever hear the word prodigal is in relation 
to this parable, there is a common misunderstanding of the 
word. Because the parable is also referred to as the parable of 
the lost son, many people think prodigal means lost. However, 
to be prodigal means to be wastefully extravagant. When the 
son took his father’s money he adopted a prodigal lifestyle. 
However, the irony of the story that is often lost is that the 
father too was prodigal in the extravagant welcome he gave. 
The father’s extravagance echoes God’s extravagant and abun-
dant grace and love.     © Greg Sunter 

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most 
recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation 
team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others 
to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a 
regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflec-
tion facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, the-
ology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  
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For Your Diary:  31st Mar - 5th Apr 2025 
31 Mar Mon No Mass                
1 Apr    Tue No Mass 10.30 am Lenten Group 
2 Apr    Wed 9.00 am Rosary  
   9.30 am Liturgy of the Word   
   5.30—6.30 pm CHOIR practice 
3 Apr  Thurs No Mass  
4 Apr  Fri  9.30 am Mass Janoa Garden’s  
5 Apr  Sat  4th Sunday Lent Yr C: The Prodigal Son 
   4.30 pm Reconciliation Fr David Willis  
    Vigil 5.00 pm Mass (SJV) Fr David Willis  
6 Apr Sun  7:00 am Mass (St Jude’s) Fr David Willis  
   9:30 am Mass (SJV) Fr David Willis  
    RCIA: Scrutiny & Dismissal        

 Welcomer 
1st  

Reader 
2nd  

Reader 
EMHC Screen Servers Counter 

Sat 
29th Mar 

Laura Laurent Jen 
Mikaela | Denise | 

Carmel SK 
Pam  

G 
Sun 
30th Mar 

Bond Aurelie Harvey 
Margaret | Carmel | 

Adeline 
Donna  

Sat  
5th Mar 

Gerardina Maureen Colleen Mikaela | Jen | Denise Colleen  

A 
Sun 
6th Mar 

Kennedy Mark  Trish 
Margaret | June | 

Sonia 
Donna  

This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding Policy is situated 

in the foyer of the church.  STOPLINE CONTACT:  Phone: 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au 

Congratulations  to  Candates Asher, Brodie &  Steve.   
And the Elect: Jack , Moihi & Carissa  

who will continue prepare for their full initiated through 
Baptism Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

Please keep them in your prayers 

Knights of the Southern Cross 
Silver Circle - Winner for Draw 
4 of 10 

Congratulations and thanks to those who 
support the charitable works of the Wynnum 
Manly Branch of the Knights through this 
fundraising Silver Circle. 

Winner for Draw 4 of 10 
The winner for Draw 4 of the current Sil-
ver Circle is Miriam Werner with Ticket 
No 54. 

Lenten Discussion Programme 
Tuesday mornings at 10 am at SJV Church.  

You are very welcome to come along and join a small 
group of fellow parishioners If possible, please bring 

along a Bible. Thank you.  

First Reconciliation   
Sacrament  of Pen-
ance: 29th March. 
Please keep these 
31 children in your 
prayers 

“SPIRIT OF HOPE”  
MONTHLY CITY PRAYER MEETING,  

will be held in St Stephens  Chapel,  
on Wednesday 2nd April, following the 
regular 10am Mass in the Cathedral.    

We are still in Lent, so we will continue in 
Prayer & Song as we Praise, Worship and 
Thank the Lord Our God for His Love and 

Mercy.   
Please invite family and friends,  

everyone is welcome!!   
We are looking forward to seeing you 

all.   God Bless,  
Maureen Allison.      

 

Enq:  Maureen 0403002199 or   
  Helena 0405321901 

DID YOU KNOW?   We welcome all enquirers. Perhaps you 
are just putting your toe in the water? Perhaps you’re a mum 
or dad attending every week  with you family for their sake? 
Perhaps you know someone who is thinking they would like 
to find out about God, or Jesus, or the Catholic faith? 

RCIA: is the Rite of Christian Initiation, is an ancient custom 
revived  after the Second Vatican Council. 
Every persons Baptism is a call to share your faith! Our 
whole community is called to welcome, care for and  walk 
with our Candidates and The Elect as they journey to Easter. 



Please Pray For Those who are recently Deceased 
and whose anniversaries occure at this time: 

Recently Deceased:   
Suzanne Pook, Sr Joan Cusack, Margaret Conwell, Brian 
Prove, Luigi Pippo, & Elizabeth (Betty) Smith 
Anniversaries:   
Jillian Rideout Belletty, Victor Berger, Paul Bouton, Brian 
Cahill, Frances Cassell,  Gina Clair, Alice Condon, Stephen 
Connor, Maxwell Cooper, Barry Edward Creevey, Louise 
DeWeger, Beatrice Fox, Keith Furner, Colin Freebody, 
Norman Hare, Trevor Hankins, John Harrison, Kevin 
Hatton, Kathleen Howard, William Jackson, Margaret 
Lawder, Brett Ledwidge, Mervyn Lewis,  Mary Massie, Alec 
Mathams, Thomas Murphy, Geoffrey Peake, Bernard 
Peterson,  Ann Riseham,  Ivy Rafter, James Retchless, 
Trevor Rose, Valerie Smith, Ellen Snell, Reginald Thurlow, 
Patrick Tranent, Anastasia Tripcony, Edward Vinson, Bill 
Warlow, Tyler Whitton, Kevin Woodgate, Anthony Wright, 
Wilfred (Bill) Weise) 

Those who are sick: Please also keep praying for all 
who are on our list: Therese Shepherd, Dan O’Brien, Sue 
McDonald, Chris Lee, Francis Raisch, Eric Roberts, John 
Cliffe, Sue Wynne-Davies, Jack & Mary Beard, Jocelyn 
Barron, Dell Chapman, Emily de Looze, Anne Dixon, Irene 
Gavrilla, Carlos Manabat, Maureen Handcock, Richard Pook, 
Violet Maureen Phillips, Joanne Small, Barry Smith, Emma 
Walters, and  Patrick Nofoakifolau.  
To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’, the Privacy 
Act requires the permission of a close relative. For those 
‘Who Are Sick’ requires the permission  a close relative. 
Names of the recently deceased, anniversaries and our sick 
parishioners are reviewed at the end of each month.   

The Piety Stall is open before and after each 
weekend Mass at SJV church for your 

convenience.  

Please stop by and look at the beautiful gifts 
available:  books, bracelets, rosary beads, etc. 

MAKING DONATIONS TO OUR CHURCH  
The options for electronic donations are: 
• Use our EFTPOS machine at the Manly parish 

church.  You can swipe, tap or insert your card for 
the  amount of your choice. 

• By direct deposit - parish bank details are 
 BSB:  064-786  Acc No:  100002778 

Please join us for 
morning tea after 
the 9.30am Mass 

Sunday 

Parish 
Choir  

PRACTICE 
 

The choir will be rehearsing in the church at 
5.30-6.30 pm on the following Wednesdays:   

26th March,  2nd April  9th April  ☺ 

        16th  April.  ☺  

Holy Week and Easter Mass Times 

Palm Sunday | Passion of the Lord:  
  SJV Vigil Sat 5 pm,  
  St Jude’s Sun 7 am. 
  Sun (Procession of palms) SJV 9.30 am  
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  
  SJV 6pm  
Good Friday: Stations of the Cross: SJV 10 am  
  The Passion of the Lord: 3 pm. 
Easter Vigil Resurrection of the Lord: SJV 6 pm 
Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord:     
  St Jude’s 7am;  SJV 9.30 am 

We would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to every-
one who has expressed inter-
est in volunteering for  

Children's Liturgy.  
Your willingness to serve and 
help guide our young ones in 

their faith journey is truly appreciated! 

To kick off this exciting initiative, we will be hosting 
a Meet and Greet Morning Tea after Mass on Sunday, 
30 March.  

All those interested in volunteering are invited to 
come along for a relaxed time of fellowship, enjoy a 
cup of tea and cake, and learn more about the steps 
involved in getting started with Children's Liturgy. 

We look forward to seeing you there and working 
together to make this ministry a wonderful experi-
ence for the children of our parish.       Philippa.  

Congratulations 
To our 29 beautiful  

children who celebrated 
their First Reconciliation on Saturday 29th April. 

A huge “THANK YOU”  to the Sacrament Team who have 
committed so many hours to preparing these children and 

their families. 

Thank you to the mums and dads for their commitment 

A special THANK YOU too to Fr Prem and Fr David who 
gave up their Saturday morning to these families. 



 Gospel Acclamation   Luke 15:18 

Gospel         Luke 15:1-3. 11-32 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 
 The tax collectors and the sinners were all seek-
ing the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and 
the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ 
they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he 
spoke this parable to them: 

 ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his fa-
ther, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that 
would come to me.” So the father divided the property 
between them. A few days later, the younger son got to-
gether everything he had and left for a distant country 
where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 

 ‘When he had spent it all, that country experi-
enced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the 
pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabit-
ants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he 
would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the 
pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then 
he came to his senses and said, “How many of my fa-
ther’s paid servants have more food than they want, and 
here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go 
to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heav-
en and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the 
place and went back to his father. 

 ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped 
him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son 
said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the 
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best 
robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and san-
dals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, 
and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, 
because this son of mine was dead and has come back to 
life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to cele-
brate. 

 ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on 
his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear 
music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked 
what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied 
the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had 
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” 
He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father 
came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, 
“Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never 
once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so 
much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But 
for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallow-
ing up your property – he and his women – you kill the 
calf we had been fattening.” 

 ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always 
and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should cele-
brate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Long-
man and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permis-
sion of the publishers. All rights reserved.  

Fourth Sunday of Lent Year C 

Sunday 30 Mar 2025 

First Reading    Joshua 5:9-12 

A reading from the book of Joshua 
The people of God went to the promised land and there kept the 

passover. 
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the 
shame of Egypt away from you.’ 

The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept 
the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the 
month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On the mor-
row of the Passover they tasted the produce of that 
country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, 
that same day.  

From that time, from their first eating of the produce 
of that country, the manna stopped falling. And hav-
ing manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year 
onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded. 
The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9 

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

 1.I will bless the Lord at all times,  
 his praise always on my lips; 
 in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
 The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.) 

 2.Glorify the Lord with me.  
 Together let us praise his name. 
 I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
 from all my terrors he set me free. (R.) 

 3.Look towards him and be radiant;  
 let your faces not be abashed. 
 This poor man called; the Lord heard him 
 and rescued him from all his distress. (R.) 

Second Reading  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Co-
rinthians. 

God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; 
the old creation has gone, and now the new one is 
here. It is all God’s work. It was God who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of 
handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God in 
Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not hold-
ing men’s faults against them, and he has entrusted 
to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are 
ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were ap-
pealing through us, and the appeal that we make in 
Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake 
God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we 
might become the goodness of God. 

The Word of the Lord 

Next Sundays Readings: Fifth Sunday of Lent—Year C 

First Reading:  Isaiah 43:16-21  
Responsorial  Ps 125. R. v.3  

Second Reading:  Philippians 3:8-14  

Gospel:   John 8:1-11  
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