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   The Ascension of the Lord Year C 31st MAY/1st JUNE, 2025  

Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 
We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us His people,  

with a special reverence for Him  
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present  
through our prayer and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community  

where everyone is welcome;  
the young and the old, together to  

experience the loving presence of God. 
We believe He is here amongst us  

and we joyfully go out  
to make Him present to all. 

We acknowledge the Traditional  
Custodians of the land on which we 

meet, the Quandamooka, Yuggera and  
Turribal Peoples, and pay our respects to Elders past, 

present, and emerging.  
 

ASCENSION 
by Nick Brodie 

‘Jesus is not abandoning the 
disciples’, Pope Francis points 
out. ‘He ascends to Heaven, but 
he does not leave them alone.’ 

Jesus’ Ascension, Francis sug-
gests, can be understood with 
respect to two aspects of the 
event. Firstly, Jesus ‘announces 
the gift of the Spirit.’  
Then, secondly, Jesus ‘blesses 
the disciples.’ 

In sending the Spirit, Jesus ensures that he remains pre-
sent with his disciples in a new way. There is now, Francis 
explains, ‘a presence that does not want to limit our free-
dom.’ Jesus leaves room for us to make our own way, 
through time and space, accompanied by the Spirit. As 
Francis quips, it is the case that ‘true love makes us pro-
tagonists.’  

We are now ‘his witnesses in the world’, he reminds us. By 
blessing his followers, Jesus shows that he ‘is the great 
priest of our life.’ Ascending to the Father, he intercedes 
for us and goes ‘to present our humanity to him.’ 

Francis therefore encourages us to reflect on how truly we 
embrace our call ‘to be witnesses to the Gospel.’ Are we 
‘capable of loving others, leaving them free and making 
room for them’? Do we intercede on their behalf ‘and 
bless their lives’? Do we really trust that Jesus wants to 
work through us?     © Nick Brodie 

Nick Brodie is an Australian historian and writer who is currently Dean of Academic 
Studies of Jane Franklin Hall in Hobart. A graduate of the Australian National Univer-
sity, Flinders University, and the University of Tasmania, he is the author of several 
books on Australian history and numerous essays on historical, political, and reli-
gious topics. In 2017 he was awarded the Bruce Mansfield Prize for the best article in 
the Journal of Religious History. He is currently studying Theology. 

Children’s Liturgy of the 
WORD. 

The Liturgy of the Word for Children focusses on 
the same Gospel and Introductory Prayers that 

are customary for the adults on Sundays. However, these readings 
for children are read from a Children’s Lectionary which we have 
recently purchased – (now, we will no longer need to borrow the 
school’s copy!). 
Today [Sunday], before the children process out to celebrate their 
own Liturgy of the Word, Fr David will bless the new Children’s  
Lectionary.    (see over page for ‘Interesting Fact’)  
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Interesting Fact: 
Did you know, in the 
Catholic Church, a  
Lectionary contains the 
Scripture’s ordered  to 
reflect the various seasons 
and feasts in the Liturgy. e.g. Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Easter and Ordinary time.  
A Lectionary, when new, is blessed to signify its sacred 
purpose and ensure it is used with reverence during 
liturgical celebrations, particularly Mass.  
The blessing involves specific prayers and is typically 
performed by a priest or deacon.   
The blessing prayers reflect three purposes: 
Sanctification: The blessing sanctifies the  
 Lectionary, setting it apart for sacred use.  
Reverence: It encourages reverence for the 
 readings contained within, as they are a 
 source of God's Word.  
Faithfulness: The blessing helps the faithful  
 understand the importance of God's Word and  
 encourages them to live according to its 
 teachings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Holy Communion 
Let us celebrate with these children 
and their families at the First Holy 
Communion Mass next Saturday  
7th June at the 5pm Vigil Mass  

For Your Diary : The Week Ahead!  
2nd June  Mon  No Mass 
3rd June  Tues  No Mass 
4th June  Wed  9.00am Rosary 
   9.30am LOW with Communion 
5th  June  Thurs No Mass 
6th June  Fri  No Mass   
   9.30 am  Genoa Gardens: Liturgy of the Word 
     with Communion. 
7th June  Sat  The Ascension of the Lord 
   4.30pm Reconciliation Fr David Willis 

   Vigil 5pm Mass (SJV) First Holy Communion  
     Fr David Willis 
8th June  Sun  Pentecost Sunday 
   7am Mass (St Jude’s) Fr David Willis 
   9.30am Mass (SJV) Fr David Willis 
   10.00 am Pentecost Mass  with Archbishop Mark 
   Coleridge. at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
  All who celebrated their full reception at Easter, their  sponsors  
  and team are welcome. Let’s meet at 9.30 am  at the Cathedral. 

OUR PARISH COUNCIL 

Steven South [C], Pam  Biggs-Chapman [S], Anne Skitmore 
[AS], Laurent Fontaine, Carmel Smith, Jeffrey Bourke, Denis 
Hohnen, Grant Ewer.  

From the Jubilee Calendar 
The 2025 Jubilee Year, themed "Pilgrims of Hope," is 
a special year within the Catholic Church, beginning 
on December 24, 2024, and concluding on January 6, 
2026. It involves opening and closing Holy Doors in 

various basilicas, starting with the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica 
in Rome on December 24, 2024. The Ordinary Jubilee concludes 

with the closing of the Holy Door at St. Peter's Basilica on January 
6, 2026.  Pope Francis set up the calendar for the Year, encourag-
ing all to pray for many different groups within our diverse and 

wonderful church. 

On the 30th May - 1 June is the Jubilee of Families, Children,  
Grandparents and the Elderly. Let us pray: 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ, 
our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the 
Gospel. May those seeds  transform from within both humanity and the 
whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, 

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. 
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning 

for the treasures of heaven. May that same grace spread the joy and peace 
of our Redeemer throughout the earth.  To you our God, eternally blessed,  

be glory and praise for ever. Amen. 

“The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young 
people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an 
intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from 
physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, 
nurtured and safeguarded by all.” 
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishion-
ers,  Volunteers, students on placement and visitors to 
our sites. For information or to report an incident: 
Please contact our local Safeguarding Reps: Jane & Neil 
or email the Parish Office: manly@bne.catholic.net.au  
OR hypps://tinyurl.com/Safeguarding-Incident-Report  



Our parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding Policy is 

situated in the foyer of the church.  STOPLINE CONTACT:  Phone: 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  

Please Pray For Those who are recently 
Deceased and whose anniversaries  

occur at this time:  
Recently Deceased:   
Diedre Tomlins, Chido Zimunhu, Edgard Villamil, Rewi 
Pakinga,  Maria Manso Silva, Suzanne Pook, Sr Joan 
Cusack,  

May Anniversaries 

Ian Lennon, Ethel Barker, Andrew Caltabiano, George Carney, 
Breeanna Castillon, Sr (James) Cavanagh, Sr Emmanuel (Mary) 
Conneely, Gerald Costello, Agnes (Nancy) Davies,  Andreas de 
Bruijn, Hester Deutschmann, Clarence Dunlop, Jacqueline Farmer, 
Geoffrey Harrison, Kathleen Hodge, Alan Kane, Francis Kate, Naomi 
Keller, Jackie Kneeshaw, Bessie Lucker, Eva Mancktelow, Agnes 
Marano, Patrick McDonald, Christins McMahon, Clara Mills, Monica 
Mulheran, Kevin Mawn, Kate Newman, Mary O’Shea, Sr Francis 
Perry, Richard Pittock, Josefa Raleigh, Francis Ritchie, Lenore 
Segeren, Terence Shephard, Annie Smith, Lawreen Smith, Harold 
Smith, Helen Stewart, Phyllis Sticher, Dudley Taylor, Lothar Thiel, 
Monica Wells, Kenneth White, Geoffrey Williams, Simeona Violeta 
Barot, Ramona Mackay Barot, Crispolo Zerna, Bernardo Barot Jr.  

Those who are sick: Please also keep praying for 
all who are on our list:  
Robert Patterson, Billie Hughes, Therese Shepherd, Dr Tim Smith, 
Thelma Clements, Anne Dixon, Rina Wintour, Glenda Rogers, Laurie 
Atzenil, Dan O’Brien, Sue McDonald, Chris Lee, Francis Raisch, Eric 
Roberts, John Cliffe, Sue Wynne-Davies, Jack & Mary Beard, Jocelyn 
Barron, Dell Chapman, Emily de Looze, Irene Gavrila, Carlos 
Manabat, Maureen Handcock, Richard Pook, Violet Maureen 
Phillips, Joanne Small, Barry Smith, Emma Walters, and  Patrick 
Nofoakifolau.  

To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’, the Privacy Act 
requires the permission of a close relative. For those ‘Who Are Sick’ 
also requires the permission of a close relative.  

Our Parish community continues to support 
The Romero Centre in Brisbane, a support 
centre assisting people arriving in Australia 
seeking asylum and safety from torture, war 
and violence. The Centre helps thousands of 
people each year – free of charge - through 
trauma counselling, legal advice, English 

classes, food packages, shelter, medical and social support.  

The Romero Centre relies heavily on volunteers and community 
donations to exist and, in recent times, demand for this service has 
increased.  

PLEASE consider helping this vital work by donating GROCERY 
GIFT CARDS, GO CARDS or CASH (in a sealed envelope marked 
ROMERO CENTRE) ANY TIME through the usual weekend collec-
tion.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity  
1-8 June 2025 

The Week of Prayer began in 
1908 and brings together 
Christians from a wide range 
of Churches to pray for uni-
ty. It was an initiative of Fr Paul Wattson of  
Graymoor Franciscan Friars in New York and is  
celebrated in the northern hemisphere from  
18 -25 January. However, because this is the summer  
holiday period in the southern hemisphere, it was moved 
to the week between Ascension and Pentecost. Let us 
pray that we will all become united in Christ Jesus. 

Marriage Encounter. 
For more than 50 years, World Wide  
Marriage Encounter has helped over 3.5 mil-
lion couples in almost 100 countries unlock 
the power of their relationships with new 

ways to do the “I Do.“  
The Marriage Encounter experience helps a couple listen, 
share and connect more deeply.  
There’s no group discussion. It’s just about two people 
learning to be the best, most loving and thriving couple 
possible.  
Both our weekends for this year are at  

Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston  
Friday 4th July 2025 at 7pm  

- 4pm with Mass Sunday 6th July 2025.  

OR 
Friday 7.00 pm  Friday 17th October  

- 4.00 pm Sunday 19th October 2025.  
The weekend is for all Married couples who value their 
relationship. It is also for Priests who want to deepen 

their relationship with their spouse, the people of God. It 
doesn’t matter if you have been Married 5 years or 55 
years there is always something more. Please contact 

Liesha and Joseph on  0481 307 821 or  
qldbookings@wwme.org.au   

Watch Archbishop Mark Coleridge support video  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4o_Wp6qGB44 or 
for more information go to the website:   
www.wwme.org.au. Many blessings David and Cecilia 

Watch this space as  
Archdiocesan Ministries 
premiere  their latest 
Encounter Catholic Kids 
(ECK) -resource.  
It's Pentecost, a fun and 
engaging  
video resource that al-
lows kids to dive deeper 
into the celebration of 
Pentecost.    
More next week! On the tables in the foyer. 

Brisbane Catholic Professionals. All are invited to 
hear from one of the most influential women in the Cath-
olic Church. On Wednesday, 27 August  the Brisbane 
Catholic Professionals, hosted by Archbishop Mark Cole-

ridge, will welcome as its guest speaker, Sr Nathalie Becquart, 
XMCJ, Undersecretary of the General Secretariat of the Synod of 
Bishops in Rome. Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJis a woman of re-
markable faith and vision, helping to shape the future of the Cath-
olic Church with courage and clarity. She stands at the heart of a 
global movement towards a more inclusive and listening Church 
and her presence and insights are sure to inspire and challenge us 
all to imagine what true collaboration in faith can look like. Time: 
12 noon-2pm Where: Brisbane City Hall, Main Auditorium Cost : $150 in-

cludes two-course lunch and beverages .To find out more or to register, 
please visit catholicfoundation.org.au/ tickets or call 07 3324 3200.  
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 2. God goes up with shouts of joy;  
 the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
 sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.) 

3. God is king of all the earth.  
 Sing praise with all your skill. 
 God is king over the nations; 
 God reigns on his holy throne. (R.) 

Second Reading  Ephesians 1:17-23 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give 
you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to 
bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes 
of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for 
you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit 
and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for 
us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at 
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and 
to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every 
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other 
name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the 
age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made 
him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which 
is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation  Matthew 28:19. 20 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Go and teach all people my gospel. 
 I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
 Alleluia! 

Gospel  Luke 24:46-53 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

While blessing them, he was taken to heaven. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is written that the 
Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusa-
lem. You are witnesses to this. 
‘And now I am sending down to you what the Father has prom-
ised. Stay in the city then, until you are clothed with the power 
from on high.’ Then he took them out as far as the outskirts of 
Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. Now as he 
blessed them, he withdrew from them and was carried up to 
heaven. They worshipped him and then went back to Jerusa-
lem full of joy; and they were continually in the Temple prais-
ing God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Double-
day & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 Inter-
national Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

The Ascension of the Lord C 
Sunday 01 Jun 2025 

First Reading  Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been 

taken into heaven. 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything 
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the 
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen 
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He 
had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by 
many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to 
appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. 
When he had been at table with them, he had told them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Fa-
ther had promised. ‘It is,’ he had said, ‘what you have 
heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, 
not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Isra-
el?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates 
that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, 
and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem 
but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the 
ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and 
a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring 
into the sky when suddenly two men in white were stand-
ing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Gali-
lee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will 
come back in the same way as you have seen him go 
there.’ 
The Word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 46:2-3. 6-7. 8-9. R. v.6 

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

1. All peoples, clap your hands,  
 cry to God with shouts of joy! 
 For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
 great king over all the earth. (R.) 

Next Sundays Readings: Pentecost Sunday — Year C 

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11  
Responsorial Psalm Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30  
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13  

Gospel   John 20:19-23   

SUGGESTION BOX:  
The Parish Pastoral Council is here to serve our Par-
ish. Please remember that you can place any ideas, 
suggestions or questions in the Suggestion Box at the 
back of each church - or simply catch one of us after 
Mass.  We will consider your proposals at our month-
ly meetings and get back to you asap. Thank you. 
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https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1012
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn020

