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GOD MULTIPLIES THE LITTLE WE HAVE TO BRING GREAT BLESSING TO OTHERS....
Today we find Jesus and His disciples faced with a hungry crowd and little or no means of feeding them. In
this situation of need, people reacted in different ways. Philip made a rather practical calculation: on the basis
of the number of people and the amount of money available to buy food, and decided that nothing could be
done. Andrew recognized that one of the crowd had a small amount of food but he dismissed this small
resource as of no value. There were two other reactions in the story. There is the response of the small boy
who willingly handed over the few pieces of food that he had. This is the action of the generous person,
prepared to share all he or she has, even though it appears far less than what is needed. He gave all he
could. Then there is the response of Jesus himself. He took the small resources the young boy was generous
enough to share and, having prayed the prayer of thanksgiving to God over this food, he somehow fed the
enormous crowd. The gospel teaches us that if we give generously to others from our resources, the Lord
will work powerfully through our gift, small as it may seem to us.
We too are called to compassion - to allow our heart to be moved with pity for others, and share our resources
to help those with their physical and spiritual needs. Think of the need that people all around us have for a
personal encounter with the mercy and forgiveness of Jesus Christ, opening the way for them to have a place
at the table of the Eucharistic banquet of the Lord. That is the meaning of the Eucharist we celebrate here
today, namely, that as Christians we commit ourselves to share, to work with God in communicating His
compassion to all. God is omnipotent but, much of the time, He needs our co-operation to show people just
how caring He really is.
The patron saint of our parish is Saint John Vianney whose feast day is August 4. He was born on May 8,
1786 in the village of Dardilly in France. He was dedicated to his call to be a priest and to serve his people.
He preached in a very simple manner, had a great love of the Blessed Sacrament and the Blessed Mother.
Through his work as a confessor he brought about a spiritual renewal that touched not only the people of his
parish but all of France. He is, for us today, an example of how God works wonderfully through those who
dedicate their lives to Him and who seek to do His will. John Vianney, a humble parish priest, is regarded by
the Church as one of its great figures simply because he was faithful. John Vianney was canonized by Pope
Pius XI in 1925. He is the only diocesan priest ever to be canonized. He is the patron saint of clergy throughout
the world. Thank you all dear parishioners for your support and love towards our parish family.
Happy feast day to all ......
Blessings,
Fr. Dantus Thottathil.
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Mass Times
Wednesday 9:00am Rosary and Mass at St. John Vianney’s Manly (no bookings necessary)
Saturday 5:00pm Vigil Mass at St. John Vianney’s Manly (40 people)
Sunday 7:00am Mass at St Jude’s in Gumdale (20 people) Sunday 9:30am Mass at St. John Vianney’s Manly (40 people)

Mass celebrations at St. John Vianney’s: To book, please visit https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/sjv?embed=1.

If you require assistance for bookings, please contact the Parish office on 3131 2610 or email us at manly@bne.catholic.net.au
Mass Celebrations at St. Jude’s:

To book please contact: Helen McNamara via phone 0403 193 625 or e-mail: Imacll@optusnet.com.au




First Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-3
Hasten and eat.

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk.

Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy?

Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eatand rich food to enjoy.

Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live.

With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to David.

Responsorial Psalm
Response: The hand of the Lord feeds us: he answers all our needs.

Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39
No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ.

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking
food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him
who loved us.

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any
power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 14: 13-21
They all ate and were satisfied.

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist's death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by
themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw
a large crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick.

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, 'This is a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the
people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some food.' Jesus replied, 'There is no need for them to
go: give them something to eat yourselves.' But they answered, 'All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.' 'Bring
them here to me,' he said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves and
the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he handed them to his disciples who
gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining, twelve baskets
full, Those who ate numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children.

St. John Vianney’s Feast Day — 4" August

St. John Vianney, you exemplified what a holy priest of Christ should be. Your
patience and fortitude in the confessional demonstrated the mercy of God to the
penitents who sought forgiveness for their sins.

Like Christ, you were gracious and merciful, yet also you called your flock to
repentance and amendment of life. Help me through your powerful intercession
along the path to sanctity that our Lord has prepared for me.

In particular, I ask that you obtain for me the graces of (mention your intention
here). Amen.

Sacramental Program
We have between 50-60 children attending our sacramental program this year.
Penance: 28" and 29" July
First Holy Communion: 29, 30" August and 5™, 61 September
Confirmation: 1%, 2", 3 and 4% September
We would like to thank Paola Nunez Incer, our Sacramental Coordinator, for her great work under these very difficult
circumstances.

COVID-19 restrictions

St. John Vianney’s Feast Day - Due to COVID-19 we are not able to make any celebration arrangements for the feast day.

STEWARDSHIP

August 2, 2020
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Jesus said to them, 'There is no need for them to go away, give them some food your-selves’.” (Matthew 14:16)

This is what Jesus said right before he fed the five thousand men. How often do we really place our trust in Jesus when
the situation looks grim? With Jesus, no gift is too small or insignificant when offered with love. But, we have to do our
part. We should trust that Jesus will provide all that we need. We need to believe that Jesus has a better plan in store
for us.

(Accessed on July 4, 2020 from https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections)






