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  The Fifth Sunday of  Lent Yr A– 21 and 22 March 2026 

Parish Mission Statement 
We follow the words of our patron,    

     St John Vianney, who said “He is here.” 

We recognise Christ is in the Word,  
the Eucharist, and in us, His people,  

with a special reverence for Him, 
in the poor and marginalised. 

We are called to make Christ present  
through our prayer and charity. 

We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and  
create a community where everyone is welcome;  

the young and the old, together to  
experience the loving presence of God. 

We believe He is here amongst us  
and we joyfully go out  

to make Him present to all. 

We acknowledge the Traditional  
Custodians of the land on which we meet, 
the Quandamooka, Yuggera and  Turribal 

Peoples, and pay our respects to  
Elders past, present, and emerging. We recognise their 

continuing connection to land, waters, and culture. 

From Living Water to Eternal Life:  
Our Lenten Journey 

As we gather on this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Church invites us 
to reflect on three powerful Gospel themes that have 
accompanied us over these weeks: living water, light, and — 
today — life itself. These are not simply images, but gifts 
offered to us by Christ, revealing both who he is and who we 
are called to become in him. 

On the Third Sunday of Lent, we encountered Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman at the well. There, Jesus revealed himself as 
the source of living water — water that truly satisfies the 
deepest thirst of the human heart. This living water is the grace 
of God, poured into our lives, calling us into a relationship of 
trust and dependence upon him. 

On the Fourth Sunday, we witnessed Jesus healing the man 
born blind. In this powerful sign, Christ shows himself as the 
light of the world, opening not only physical eyes but indeed, 
the eyes of faith. To walk in this light is to see truthfully, to 
recognise God’s presence, and to live no longer in spiritual 
darkness. 

Now, on this Fifth Sunday of Lent, we hear the raising of 
Lazarus. Jesus declares, “I am the resurrection and the life.” He 
does not merely give life — he is life. This Gospel invites us to 
move from the death of sin to the new life of grace, a life that 
finds its fullness in Jesus Christ. 

During these same weeks, our Elect have been journeying 
through the Scrutinies and the Presentations — important 
rites of the RCIA. The three Scrutinies, celebrated on the Third, 
Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent, are moments of prayer and 
purification, in which the Church asks God to free our Elect 
from the power of sin and strengthen them for the journey 
ahead. The Presentations, in which the Elect receive the Creed 
and the Lord’s Prayer, hand on to them the very heart of the 
Church’s faith and prayer. These moments are not only for 
them, but also for the whole parish, as we are all called to 
conversion, renewal, and deeper faith. 

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us pray for our Elect, 
that they may be strengthened by God’s grace. Let us also 
renew our own commitment to Christ: to seek the living water 
he offers, to walk in his light, and to embrace the life he gives. 
And let us look forward together to the Easter Vigil, where our 
Elect will receive the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Eucharist — and where the promise of 
eternal life begins to be fulfilled in him for all of us. 

Fr Baiyi 
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 For Your Diary 
 

23rd March Mon No Mass  
   6pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 

             [all welcome]  
24th March Tues 10am Lent Reflection Group 
   6.00pm Mass   
25th March Wed 9.00am Rosary  
   9.30am Mass  
26th March Thurs   No Mass [Office closed] 
 

27th March Fri 10.30am No Mass 
   6pm Stations of the Cross  

28th March Sat 4.30pm Reconciliation [or by appointment] 

   5.00pm Vigil Mass (SJV)  

29th March Sun  Palm Sunday  

   7.00am Mass (St Jude’s)    

  9.30 am Mass (SJV) 

 Fr Baiyi’s Weekly Prayer  
Almighty God, you are the Lord and 
giver of life. Through the prophet 
Ezekiel you promised to open our graves, put 
your Spirit within us, and bring us back to life. 
In today’s Gospel your Son raised Lazarus 
from the dead and clearly showed the 
fulfilment of your promise. Help us not to be 
concerned only with the things of this world, 
but to welcome your Spirit to dwell within us, 
so that you may open our graves and raise us 
to new life even when we are dead in sin. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

A message  

from Trish Stapleton 

Dear Parishioners, 

 As I leave St John Vianney’s 
employ, I want to thank each 
and every one of you, first for your warm 
welcome and secondly for all the support 
you have given to me in my role here at  St 
John Vianney’s.  

It has a been a blessing to work with and 
for you and I have some beautiful 
memories of my ministry here with you. 
This is a beautiful parish and that is 
because you all put so much into it.   

God bless you all and may you all enjoy 
the blessings of the Risen Christ in 
celebrating Easter.                
      -Trish  
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Please start returning 
your envelopes and 
money boxes to the 
church or office so 
that we can send 
your generous 
donations to Caritas.  
Thank you for your 
continued support.  

An invitation—during Lent 
 

Lenten Reflection program:  
10am every Tuesday morning. Open to 
everyone.  
 10.30am Sundays —Young Adults in the 
Parish office.   
Stations of the Cross:  6pm Every Friday. 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
You are all invited to the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation at St John Vianney’s Church 
on Monday 23rd May at 6pm 

Holy Week Celebrations  - Sacred Paschal Triduum 

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper – 2 April, 6pm 

Good Friday – 3 April: 10am Stations of the Cross  

3pm  The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord  

Saturday – Easter Vigil, 4 April, 6pm  



MAKING DONATIONS TO OUR CHURCH  
 

By EFTPOS -   
The EFTPOS terminal is at the Manly parish church.   
You can swipe, tap or insert your card for the amount 
of your choice. 
 

By direct deposit -  
BSB:  064-786  Acc No:  100002778 
Account Name:  St John Vianney’s Parish, Manly. 
 
Or call in to the parish office and ask for 
gifting envelopes. 

“The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God 
with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to 
be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.” 

This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners,  Volunteers, students on placement and visitors 
to our sites. For information or to report an incident, please contact our local Safeguarding Reps:  
Jane O’Brien & Neil Taylor on  lsr.manly@bne.catholic.net.au  

PLEASE PRAY  fOR THOSE WHO ARE RECENTLY  DECEASED AND  FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR  AT THIS TIME 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:   
Jack Thatcher, Daniel (Danny) O’Brien (Jane’s Husband), Louie McHugh (Son of Mark and Sue McHugh), Joan de Bruijn, 
Mary Horgan, Violet Phillips, Kevin Lane, Tony Moore, Peter Campbell, Marea Peake, Nola Ziebarth, Jim Strauss, Maggie 
Stewart, Brian Patrick Delaney 
 

March anniversaries 
Sr Joan Cusack, Margaret Conwell, Jillian Rideout Belletty, Victor Berger, Paul Bouton, Brian Cahill, Frances Cassell,  Gina Clair, 
Alice Condon, Stephen Connor, Maxwell Cooper, Barry Edward Creevey, Louise DeWeger, Beatrice Fox, Keith Furner, Colin 
Freebody, Norman Hare, Trevor Hankins, John Harrison, Kevin Hatton, Kathleen Howard, William Jackson, Margaret Lawder, 
Brett Ledwidge, Mervyn Lewis,  Mary Massie, Alec Mathams, Thomas Murphy, Peter O’Brien, Geoffrey Peake, Bernard Peterson,  
Luigi Pippo, Suzanne Pook, Brian Prove, Ann Riseham,  Ivy Rafter, James Retchless, Trevor Rose, Elizabeth (Betty) Smith, Valerie 
Smith, Ellen Snell, Reginald Thurlow, Patrick Tranent, Anastasia Tripcony, Edward Vinson, Bill Warlow, Tyler Whitton, Kevin 
Woodgate, Anthony Wright, Wilfred (Bill) Weise) 
 

We also pray for those who are sick:  
Anna, John Abberdan, Laurie Atzeni, Jocelyn Barron, Jack & Mary Beard, Ailbe Caplis, Reg Carmichael, Dell Chapman, Sue 
Wynne-Davies, Emily de Looze, Anne Dixon,  Irene Gavrila, Maureen Handcock, May Horneman, Chris Lee, Elizabeth 
Lisenski, Dennis Long, Carlos Manabat, Sue McDonald, Patrick Nofoakifolau, Robert Patterson, Richard Pook, Francis 
Raisch, Eric Roberts, Glenda Rogers, Therese Shepherd, Joanne Small, Barry Smith, and Emma Walters. 

To include a name in our ‘Recently Deceased’,  or ‘For those Who Are Sick’  the Privacy Act requires the permission of a 
close relative.   

Our Parish community continues to 

support The Romero Centre in 

Brisbane, a support centre 
assisting people arriving in 

Australia seeking asylum and 

safety from torture, war and violence. The Centre helps thousands of 

people each year – free of charge - through trauma counselling, legal 

advice, English classes, food packages, shelter, medical and social 
support.  

The Romero Centre relies heavily on volunteers and community 

donations to exist and, in recent times, demand for this service has 

increased.  

PLEASE consider helping this vital work by donating GROCERY GIFT 

CARDS or CASH (in a sealed envelope) ANY TIME through the usual 

weekend collection.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980): Feast Day 24th 
March 
 
Oscar Romero was a Roman Catholic archbishop of San 
Salvador who became a renowned human rights 
defender, an outspoken voice for the poor and the 
oppressed. He famously called out government violence, 
corruption and injustice especially during the 
Salvadoran Civil War. This led to his assassination on 
March 24, 1980, while celebrating Mass. He was 
canonized by Pope Francis in 2018. Oscar Romero is 
patron saint of persecuted people. 
 
Aspire not to have more but to be more (Oscar Romero) 

 
 
 
 
27 March—Archdiocesan Reco Rally  
         (Lourdes Hill College)  
 
3 April— Good Friday Retreat (Iona College Chapel) 



Liturgy of the Word 
Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A  

Sunday 22 Mar 2026 
 

First Reading   Ezekiel 37:12-14 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your 
graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my 
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall 
put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that 
I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who 
speaks. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 129. R. v.7 
(R.)  With the Lord there is mercy,  
 and fullness of redemption. 
1.  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  
 Lord, hear my voice! 
 O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. (R.) 

2.  If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,  
 Lord, who would survive? 
 But with you is found forgiveness: 
 for this we revere you. (R.) 
3.  My soul is waiting for the Lord,  
 I count on his word. 
 My soul is longing for the Lord 
 more than watchman for daybreak. 
 (Let the watchman count on daybreak 
 and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 

4.  Because with the Lord there is mercy  
 and fullness of redemption, 
 Israel indeed he will redeem 
 from all its iniquity. (R.) 

Second Reading   Romans 8:8-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 

then he will give life to your own mortal bodies. 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can 
never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not 
in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of 
God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to 
him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, 
but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because 
you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 
Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal 
bodies through his Spirit living in you.   
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  See John 11:25. 26 
Sung:      Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel   John 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 

I am the resurrection and the life. 
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, 
‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 
Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s 
glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was for two 
more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 
Judaea.’ 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb 
for four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had 
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house.  
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother 
would not have died, but I know that even now, whatever 
you ask of God, he will grant you.’  
‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’  

Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will 
live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’  

Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight 
from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’  

They said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were 
some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, 
could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close 
the opening.  
Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’  
Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the 
fourth day.’ Jesus replied,  ‘Have I not told you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?’  
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes 
and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew 
indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of 
all these who stand round me, so that they may believe it 
was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
here! Come out!’  
The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen 
what he did believed in him. 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers.  The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Palm Sunday Yr A 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7  Responsorial psalm: Ps 21:8-9. 
17-20. 23-24. R. v.2  Second Reading:  Philippians 2:6-11      
Gospel:  Matthew 26:14 – 27:66  


